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The present application is recognized as rejected on the following ground. It is 
required that any remarks be submitted within three months from the date on which the 
present NOTICE was mailed. 



It is recognized that the present application does not satisfy the conditions 
prescribed in Article 37 of the Patent Law on the following point. 



The inventions according to claims 2, 5, 10, 14-17 referring back to claim 1 are 
in common with each other with regard to the invention according to claim 1 . As 
disclosed in cited reference 1, it cannot be said that the invention according to claim 1 is 
novel. It also cannot be said that these inventions provide common unsolved technical 
problems. 

Since the present application does not meet the provision of Article 37 of the 
Patent Law, the invention according to the claims other than claims 1-9 and 14-17 was 



GROUNDS 



Ground 1 



REMARKS 



not examined as to the conditions other than those prescribed in Article 37 of the Patent 
Law. 

Ground 2 

It is recognized that, because the invention described in Claim(s) of SCOPE OF 
CLAIMS FOR PATENT of the present application is the same as the invention 
described in the following publication(s) distributed or the invention as made available to 
the public through electric telecommunication lines in Japan and/or foreign countries 
prior to the filing of the present application, a patent cannot be granted thereto under the 
provision of Paragraph 1 (iii) of Article 29 of the Patent Law. 

REMARKS (See the list of the cited references.) 

- Claim 1 

- Cited Reference 1 

- Note 

Cited reference 1 discloses a prosthetic spine including a hollow cylindrical body 
1 having a plurality of windows 12, an upper joint plate 2 and a lower joint plate 3 in 
which upper joint plate 2 is rotatably attached to body 1 (at an angle that can be 
changed). 

Ground 3 

It is recognized that, because the invention described in Claim(s) of SCOPE OF 
CLAIMS FOR PATENT of the present application could have been invented readily by 
a person having ordinary knowledge in the field of the art to which the present invention 
pertains prior to the filing of the present application based on the invention as described 
in the following publication(s) distributed or the invention as made available to the 
public through electric telecommunication lines in Japan and/or foreign countries prior 
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to the filing of the present application, a patent cannot be granted thereto under the 
provision of Paragraph 2 of Article 29 of the Patent Law. 



REMARKS (See the list of the cited references.) 



- Claims 2-9, 14-17 

- Cited References 1-4 

- Note 

Cited reference 1 is as described above. 

Cited reference 2 discloses a prosthetic intervertebral disk including an upper 
plate (2), a lower plate (3), a center core (4) disposed between the upper plate and the 
lower plate, an annular element (5) made of viscoelastic material and located around 
center core (4). 

Cited reference 3 discloses a prosthetic intervertebral disk in which upper and 
lower end portions are provided at an angle that can be changed with respect to the 
cylindrical body. 

Cited reference 4 discloses a prosthetic intervertebral disk including an end cap 
10 and a cylindrical spacer 12 which is provided with a diamond-shaped aperture 44. 
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Partial English Translation of 
Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 49-11836 
(Column 2 line 84 - Column 3 line 24) 

...omitted... 

A prosthetic spine according to the present invention includes a body 
1 , an upper joint plate 2 and a lower joint plate 3. Body 1 is formed in a 
hollow cylindrical shape and has a plurality of windows 12, 12, ...formed on 
the outer periphery, each having an appropriate shape. 

Windows 12, 12 each have an area large enough to allow body 1 to 
keep only the required bearing capacity. Inside of the upper and lower 
end portions of body 1, helical grooves extending in the same direction are 
formed which can be screwed into grooves 22' and 32', respectively, 
engraved on each outer periphery of connecting portions 22 and 32 
integrally formed with upper and lower joint plates 2 and 3. Upper joint 
plate 2, body 1 and lower joint plate 3 are screwed into each other to be 
formed together. 

Upper joint plates 22 and 32 have longitudinal grooves 23 and 33, 
respectively, provided on their resp active outer peripheries. These grooves 
23 and 33 receive screws 11 and 13 screwed through screw holes in the 
vicinity of the both ends of body 1, to fix the length of thc-proathetic spine 
body. 

Furthermore, the disks of upper and lower joint plates 2 and 3 have 
a plurality of nails 21, 21, ... and 31, 31, ... protruded upward and 
downward, respectively, and also have a plurality of circular holes 26, 26, 
... and 36, 36, ... bored thereon. Furthermore, a circular hole 4 is bored in 
the center of each of upper and lower joint plates 2 and 3 for providing 



( iu< From: 0647072044 Page: "^^2 ^ ( w Date 1 0.1 0.21^1^014:0^ ^ / ,,, ouuuul4 ., 
Your Ref. BL 975-P18189JP00 
Our Case 1035302 CTT/yws) 



conununication to the cylinder of the body. 

When the prosthetic spine body according to the present invention is 
used, body 1 is first screwed into upper and lower joint plates 2 and 3 to 



provide adjustment to the desired length. Screws 11 and 13 are then 
screwed into grooves- 23 and S3, respectively, to fix the length of the 
prosthetic spine body. 

...omitted... 
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